
 

Keith O’Brien Book Order Form 

 
 

Keith O’Brien is visiting Parkway West Middle School March 7
th
! 

 

Keith O’Brien is an award-winning journalist, a former reporter for the 

Boston Globe, a regular contributor to National Public Radio and Politico, 

and a critically acclaimed author of books about dreams, Americana, and 

where the two meet.  He has written for the New York Times Magazine and 

reported stories for This American Life.  He was a 2017 finalist for the 

PEN/ESPY Award for Literary Sports Writing.  He lives in New 

Hampshire.   

 

Please fill out this book order form and return it to your teacher by 

Thursday, February 28
th

 , to reserve signed books. Each book price 

includes tax.  

 

Student’s Full Name:____________________________________________________ 

 

Homeroom Teacher:____________________________________________________ 

 

Personalized Name (for signed books):__________________________________________ 

 

 
 
Fly Girls Young Readers’ Edition: How Five Daring Women Defied All 
Odds and Made Aviation History (hardcover, ages 10 and up) 
      
$19 Number of Copies ___ 
 

In the years between World War I and World War II, airplane racing was one of the 

most popular sports in America.  Thousands of fans flocked to multiday events, and the 

pilots who competed in these races were hailed as heroes.  Well, the male pilots were 

hailed.  Women who flew planes were often ridiculed by the press, and initially they 

weren’t invited to race.  Yet a group of women were determined to take to the sky—no 

matter what.  With guts and grit, they overcame incredible odds both on the ground and 

in the air to pursue their dreams of flying and racing planes.  Fly Girls follows the 

stories of five remarkable women:  Florence Klingensmith, a high-school dropout from 

North Dakota; Ruth Elder, an Alabama housewife; Amelia Earhart, the most famous, 

but not necessarily the most skilled; Ruth Nichols, a daughter of Wall Street wealth 

who longed to live a life of her own; and Louise Thaden, who got her start selling coal in Wichita.  Together, they 

fought for the chance to race against the men—and in 1936 one of them would triumph in the toughest race of all.  

Complete with photographs and a glossary, Fly Girls celebrates a little-known slice of history wherein tenacious, 

trail-blazing women braved all obstacles to achieve greatness. 

 

 
            Total Cost _____ 
 
Please return order form and payment in an envelope to your classroom teacher.  Make checks 
payable to Left Bank Books.  For credit cards, please fill out the form below: 
 
 
Name ____________________________________ Phone __________________________ 
 
Card Number ______________________________Exp. Date _______CVV ____Billing Zip____ 


